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Feature of Social Capital in the Life of SATOYAMA
—Through Interviews of Elderly People Living in the SATOYAMA—
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Abstract

A community function is collapsing in SATOYAMA of Japan. This phenomenon may cause negative
influence on people’s health. For such an issue, a suggestive concept called social capital (hereinafter
collectively referred to as “SC”) timely appeared in recent years.

While focusing on the lives of the people of SATOYAMA, this study was to explored whether the SC is
present in the life in any form.

The subjects were 10 elderly people living in SATOYAMA. The study period was November 2011 from
September 2010. In the study, the semi-structured interview was performed and data analysis was conducted
by qualitative induction analysis. The 726 codes, 38 subcategories and 14 categories were obtained from
interview data, respectively, and they were classified into four domains. Four domains were “Relationship
with the community and neighborhood”, “Awareness and attitudes towards community”, “Relationships within
the community”, and “Relationship with nature.”

In SATOYAMA, the nature might constitute a core factor of SC, and it suggested that it might also
affect trust, a norm, and a network among people.

Therefore, further study should be to examine the relationship between each factor of the SC and the

nature. In addition, it is necessary to verify the related to people’s health.
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